Creating my long-term plan for the Patron’s Programme / RE plan for Stepping Out and / or Moving On 1st & 2nd classes 

Notes page to be read before adapting this template: 
1. This is a template for a long term plan for multi grade classroom based on a classroom with 1st & 2nd class but it can be adapted for single class use or multi grade with 3 or more classes. Delete or add as appropriate. 
2. Some sections below will be the same or similar in most schools for example the aims, strands and strand objectives, and themes. 
3. The section titled “Points to consider” will vary according to practice in your school. This might be a good time to think about whole school practices and could even prompt discussion as a staff. 
4. When it comes to content planning. The template includes a guidance section – a sort of “thinking aloud” section. This can be included or omitted as desired but is left in place to prompt self-reflection. 
5. The number of fortnightly plans for the school years 2026 – 2027 along with an estimated plan for 2027 – 2028, are included below. If this template is used at other times the school calendar will need to be adjusted to suit the school year. Fortnightly plans are generally used as short-term plans, but if the teacher is newly qualified, weekly plans may be required.  
6. Teachers use their discretion to plan the length of a lesson. They may wish to add their own material / resources to these lessons. In general, lessons with 4-6 topics can be used for a week or a fortnight (taking assemblies and worship also into account). In schools where RE time allocation is used for assembly and worship, lessons with more topics could be covered in a three week or even a monthly plan. 
7. You will note that at Christmas and Easter a three week plan is suggested. This takes note of these busy end of term times.  
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Long Term Plan for Patron’s Programme / Religious Education 

School: __________________________
Classes: First & Second Class
Class teacher: __________________


Aims 
I endorse the aims of the Follow Me Curriculum in Church of Ireland schools 
· To develop a knowledge and understanding of beliefs, worship and witness of the Christian faith, and in particular of the Church of Ireland and other principal reformed traditions. 
· To explore the biblical witness to God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
· To develop their own religious beliefs, values and practices through a process of personal search and discovery. 
· To develop an awareness of and a sensitivity towards those of other faiths and none.
General Synod Board of Education 2001

Points to consider when planning for RE in our school
1. The school is under the patronage of the Church of Ireland Bishop of ______________________, the Right Reverend ______________. The school primarily serves the Church of Ireland parish of __________. 
2. While the school primarily serves a Church of Ireland community, pupils enrol from a variety of backgrounds and cultures. Teachers are sensitive to their needs and work to ensure good communication between parents and staff, ensuring a welcoming environment for pupils of all religious backgrounds and none. 
3. [bookmark: _heading=h.9jcnclyosyp8]The Rector is Rev _____________. Links between the school and the parish are actively fostered. ____________ visits the school regularly to participate in worship, to engage with the classes and also in a pastoral capacity with children and staff. (Do any other people in the parish visit school? Sunday Club leaders, churchwarden, layreader, curate etc?)  
4. The school is invited to participate in worship with the faith community on a number of occasions each year. The school usually takes part in (list examples Start of School Year, Schoolbag Blessing, Children’s Harvest service, Carol Service, Palm Sunday, Mothering Sunday, End of School Year, midweek services). 
5. The school engages with faith-based agencies occasionally eg Christian Aid, Church Missionary Society, Leprosy Mission (list any faith-based agencies / groups your school works with) 
6. There is school based worship at assembly on _____________ (list day/s). (Describe how assemblies work in your school – For example: Each class teacher takes a turn to host the assembly. Assemblies can be based on the week’s lessons or a specific theme eg. the environment, church celebration etc. If the class pupils are taking an active role in the worship, some of the time allocated to discrete RE lessons that week will be used to prepare pupils.) 
7. I start the day with 5 mins of prayer. I sometimes use a candle, an image or an object (bible, prayer bear) a visual focal point for prayer. I sometimes play gentle music in the background. The children are taught a number of formal prayers and often create their own prayers. We use the DCU book Praying Together for ideas. We occasionally take part in Lenten Prayer Challenges / Journeys. 
8. I choose to teach RE in discrete lessons on _______________ (list days). On ________ morning there is Assembly / Worship.  I choose to teach one lesson / topic over a week or fortnight. Occasionally I plan for longer lessons / topics over three weeks or a month. 
9. When planning lessons, I alternate between the Stepping Out and Moving On programmes in a two year repeating cycle.  

Content 
Content to be taught includes note of strands and an overview of the content objectives to be taught and / or examples of learning activities, and skills and concepts to be developed. 

The Strands of the Follow Me Curriculum are:
· Celebrations, festivals, ceremonies and customs
· Sacred writings, stories and key figures
· Beliefs
· Sacred places, worship and symbols
· Moral values and attitudes
· Personal search 
· The Natural World
· Relationships and Moral Values
· Ultimate Questions
· Awareness of those of Other Faiths and none
General Synod Board of Education 2001

The Strand Objectives of the Follow Me Curriculum are: 
The child should be enabled to (at his / her own level of ability) 

Celebrations, festivals, ceremonies and customs: 
• Understand some of the symbolism associated with customs and stories, eg those at Christmas and Easter. 
• Be familiar with the Bible stories of the Church Year (Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost). 
• Show understanding and some understanding of customs associated with the following Christian rites of passage: baptism, confirmation, marriage and funerals. 

Sacred writings, stories and key figures: 
• Understand terms such as gospel, parable, miracle and engage with selected Old and New Testament stories. 
• Locate Bible references. 
• Explore and engage with stories from the life of Jesus, including his birth, baptism, ministry, death and resurrection. 
• Explore and engage with the Old Testament stories of Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Moses, Ruth, Joshua and Elijah and a selection of Psalms. 
• Explore and engage with selected stories of notable Christians from history and today. 

Beliefs: 
• Show some understanding of God as creator, loving God and guide. 
• Show some understanding of the Christian belief in Jesus. 
• Show some understanding of the Christian belief in the Holy Spirit. 

Sacred places, worship and symbols: 
• Participate in worship in the classroom, school assembly and church. 
• Develop understanding of prayer and reflection in Christianity. 
• Show some knowledge about the design and furnishings of Christian churches. 
• Develop understanding of Baptism and Holy Communion. 

Moral values and attitudes: 
• Show some knowledge and understanding of the Ten Commandments and the teachings of Jesus about loving God and loving neighbour. 
• Reflect on the themes and teachings encountered in Bible stories. 

Personal Search (Natural World) 
• Consider God’s creation and people’s responsibility to care for the world. 

Personal Search (Relationships and Moral Values) 
• Reflect on the benefits and responsibilities of belonging to groups and communities. 
• Reflect on how people relate to each other in groups and communities and the need for rules. 

Personal Search (Ultimate Questions) 
• Recognise that faith and religious understanding has ultimate questions. 
• Recognise there are different points of view on religious matters. 
• Be able to listen respectfully to the views of others with growing articulation and confidence. 
• Develop skills in reflecting on ultimate questions and in posing their own questions about religious topics. 

Awareness of those of other faiths and none: 
• Understand that people hold different beliefs and worldviews. 
• Encounter with respect the religious traditions special to other people in the school or community. 
• Ask questions about their own faith and / or worldview and the faith and / or worldview of others. (General Synod Board of Education (RI), 2001)

The lessons I plan to teach: 
The strands and strand objectives above are interwoven into lessons, building on the pupils’ previous knowledge and experience and developing their skills. The list of lessons prescribed in the Follow Me curriculum at each class level is full and broad, covering the themes of: 

1


Stepping Out 
· Beginnings
· Bible Stories 
· New Testament 
· Church 
· Old Testament 
· Church Year 

Moving On 
· Connections  
· New Testament 
· Church
· Old Testament 
· Church Year 

Some lessons are shorter and some are longer. I choose the lessons which I feel are important to the school context and to support progression through class levels across the five or six themes.  
 
Stepping Out Lesson Pack 

	Theme
	Lesson Pack Title
	Number of Topics
	Strands
(p.2)

	A. Beginnings
	We begin together
	4
	1,2

	 
	We belong together
	4
	1,2,6

	 
	Time to pray
	4
	1,3,4,6

	B. Bible Stories
	Stories from the Bible (Old and New  Testament stories)
	4
	2,3

	New Testament
	In Jesus’ time
	4
	1,2

	 
	Journeys of Jesus
	4
	1,2

	 
	Jesus is a good friend
	4
	2,3,5

	 
	Jesus shared food
	4
	2,3

	 
	Jesus teaches about prayer
	4
	1,2,3

	C. Church
	Our church
	4
	4

	 
	Bible stories in church
	4
	2,4

	 
	Singing together in church
	4
	4

	 
	Sharing meals in church
	4
	1,4

	D. Old Testament
	Abraham
	4
	2,3

	 
	Joseph
	8
	2,3

	E. Church Year
	Harvest
	4
	1,4

	 
	Thank you God for water
	4
	1,4,6

	 
	Saint Francis
	4
	1,2,4

	 
	Advent and Christmas
	6
	1,2,3,4

	 
	Lent
	4
	1,3,5

	 
	Mothering Sunday
	4
	1,2

	 
	Holy Week and Easter
	4
	1,2,3,4

	 
	Pentecost
	4
	1,2,3




Moving On Online Lesson Pack 

	Theme
	Lesson Pack Title
	Number of 
Topics
	Strands
(p.2)

	A. Connections
	My family
	4
	2,5,6

	 
	My friends
	4
	2,5,6

	 
	Our world
	4
	2,5,6

	 
	About God * Poster pack and colouring  page pack
	6
	2,3

	 
	Famous people who followed Jesus
	3-5
	2,5

	B. New Testament
	Life in Jesus’ time
	4
	2

	 
	Following Jesus
	4
	2,5

	 
	Jesus helped people
	4
	2,5

	 
	Jesus shared good news
	4
	2,5

	 
	Jesus told special stories
	4
	2,5

	C. Church
	We celebrate in church
	4
	1,4

	 
	We listen to the Bible in church
	4
	2,4

	 
	How people pray
	5
	4

	D. Old Testament
	Samuel
	4
	2

	 
	David
	4
	2

	E. Church Year
	Harvest
	4
	1

	 
	Advent and Christmas
	5
	1,3

	 
	Lent
	4
	1,2

	 
	Holy Week and Easter * Poster pack
	5
	1,2,3

	 
	Easter to Ascension
	4
	1,2,3

	 
	Pentecost and Baptism
	4
	1,2,3,4



In planning for the year, I examine the lists of lessons available to me above and consider:  
1. I begin with a plan for the seasons of the church year and school year. Which will we observe as a school? Which might link with school community celebrations? Will seasonal lessons include integration or linkage with other subject areas eg art or history? When is Easter, as it moves each year this will change when I teach related topics of Lent, Easter, Ascension and Pentecost. 
2. I plan to include a selection of bible stories from the Old and New Testaments. 
3. Next I plan to include lessons from the remaining themes.  
4. When teaching about the church building I will where possible include a visit to our local church. This may be in person or virtually. 
5. My school / parish is linked to Saint ____________ and I will teach about that saint on ________________ (list any saint or saint’s days connected with school) 
6. If I undertake a lesson with a mission focus, the children may be inspired to fundraise or raise awareness of the mission / charity work. 
7. I will take note of any lessons or topics not selected in this school year and will include them in the next rotation. 

Approaches and Methodologies 
I will endeavour to use many and varied methodologies in my teaching, noting that certain methods appeal to particular children. I bear in mind that some methodologies are used throughout the day in many subjects and some lend themselves particularly to the subject being taught. These methodologies will be specifically listed in short term planning. 

Methodologies Common to all subjects 
Active learning 
Guided discovery/Enquiry 
Talk and discussion 
Problem solving 
Collaborative/Co-operative learning 
Using the environment Skills through content 
Use of ICT 
Free exploration of materials 
Learning through play 
Direct teaching

Resources 
· Bibles (appropriate paper and digital versions)  
· A selection of prayer books 
· A Follow Me copybook for each child in the classroom. A Follow Me cover illustration for Log On or Follow Me can be glued to the cover of the copybook. 
· A display area in the classroom. 
· A question space to display questions that emerge in RE. The answers might be sought from someone else like the Rector or can be left as a big question without a clear answer. 
· Prayer Bear & Prayer Candle (battery operated) 
· Ipads, chromebooks and digital support materials 
· IWB & teaching laptop 

Differentiation 
Any pupils who need extra support? EAL / SEN etc 
	3rd class 
 






	4th class 
 








Assessment 
I plan to engage in both assessment of, and assessment for, learning. I will use a range of assessment tools and approaches. 
· The children will keep a journal / copybook for Follow Me. In this they will keep written records of lessons and topics explored and this copybook acts as a portfolio for assessment. 
· The children may have a folder for RE on their google classroom drive. This digital portfolio is in addition to their copy. (This depends on school’s IT policy) 
· The class will have a Question Space for big questions on display on the classroom. 
· I will use teacher observation daily to assess progress and engagement with the lessons. 
· I will design appropriate tasks to consolidate and review learning. 

Linkage and Integration
	List any examples you wish 















Appendix : Lesson Plans selected for 2026 – 2027 and for 2027 – 2028 

	Year A 2026 - 2027: Stepping Out 

	Term One 

	
	Theme 
	Lesson (including how many topics) 
	Church Celebration   

	September 

2 x fortnights
	Beginnings 
	We begin Together (4) 

We Belong Together (4) 

Time to Pray (4)  
	Start of the school year: 

Blessing of Schoolbags at assembly 


	October 

2 x fortnights 
	Church Year 
	St Francis (4) 

Harvest (4) 

Thank you God for Water (4) 

	St Francis’ Day Sunday 4th October 2026 


Children’s Harvest Service   



	November 

2 x fortnights 
	Bible Stories 


New Testament 
	Stories from the Bible (Old and New  Testament stories) (4) 

In Jesus’ Time (4) 

Journeys of Jesus (4) 

Jesus is a good friend (4) 
	All Saints’ Day Saturday 1st November 2026 

Remembrance Sunday 8th November 2026 

	December 

1 x 3 week plan 
	Church Year 
	 Advent and Christmas (6) 
	Advent 1, 2, 3, 4 starts Sunday 29th November 2026 

Christmas Carol Service 
Christmas Day 25th December 2026 

	
	Term Two 

	January

2 x fortnights 
	Church 
	Our Church (4) 

Bible Stories in Church (4) 

Singing Together in Church (4) 

	Epiphany  Wednesday 6th January 2027 
(will be in school as reopening that day) 

	February 

1 x fortnight
	New Testament 



Church Year 
	Jesus Shared Food (4) 

Jesus Teaches About Prayer (4) 

Lent (4) 
	St. Brigid’s Day Monday 1st February 2027 

Shrove Tuesday 9th February 2027 
Ash Wednesday 10th February 2027 

Lent 10th February – 25th March 2027

	March 

2  x fortnights 
	Church Year 
	Mothering Sunday (4) 

Holy Week and Easter (4) 
	St. Patrick’s Day Wednesday 17th March 2027

Mothering Sunday 7th March 2027

School holidays Friday 19th March 2027

Easter Day 28th March 2027

	
	Term Three 

	April 

2  x fortnights 

	Old Testament 
	Abraham (4) 

Joseph (8) 
	

	May 

2 x fortnights 
	Church Year 
	Pentecost (4) 

	Ascension Day Thursday 6th May 2027 

Pentecost Sunday 16th May 2027

	June 

2 x fortnights

	Church 
	Sharing Meals in Church (4) 
	Diocesan School’s Service  

	Prayers to be taught formally: 
· The Lord’s Prayer (In English and as Gaeilge)  
· The Grace 
· The Apostles’ Creed 
· School Prayer 
· Day by Day 

	Lessons not chosen yet to be carried over to next rotation

	

	



	Year B 2027 - 2028: Moving On  

	Term One 

	
	Theme 
	Lesson (including how many topics) 
	Church Celebration   

	September 

2 x fortnights 

	Connections 
	My Family (4) 

My Friends (4) 

Our World (4) 
	Start of the school year: 
Blessing of Schoolbags at assembly 



	October 

2 x fortnights 
	Church year 

New Testament 
	Harvest (4) 

Life in Jesus' Time (4) 

Following Jesus (4) 

	Children’s Harvest Service   

	November 

2 x fortnights 
	New Testament 
	Jesus Helps People (4) 

Jesus Shares Good News (4) 

Jesus Told Special Stories (4) 

	All Saints’ Day 1st November 2027 

Remembrance Sunday 14th November 2027

	December 

1 x 3 week plan 
	Church Year 
	 Advent and Christmas (5) 
	Advent 1, 2, 3, 4 starts Sunday 28th November 2027 

Christmas Carol Service 
Christmas Day 25th December 

	
	Term Two 

	January

2 x fortnights 
	Church 
	We celebrate in church (4) 

We listen to the Bible in church (4) 

How people pray (5) 

	Epiphany Thursday 6th January 2028 

	February 

2 x fortnights 
	Connections 
	About God - Poster pack and colouring pack (6) 


	St. Brigid’s Day Tuesday 1st February 2028  (Bank holiday Monday 7th February) 

Shrove Tuesday 29th February 2028 


	March 

2 x fortnights  
	Connections 


Church Year 
	Famous people who followed Jesus (3-5) 

Lent (4) 


	Ash Wednesday 1st March 2028 

Lent 1st March - 16th April 2028 

St. Patrick’s Day Wednesday 17th March 2028 

Mothering Sunday 26th March 2028 

	April

1 x week 
	Church Year 
	Holy Week and Easter Poster Pack (5) 
	School holidays 7th April - 23rd April 2028  

Easter Day 16th April  

	
	Term Three 

	April 

1 x week 

	Church Year 
	Easter to Ascension (4) 
	

	May 

2 x fortnights 
	Church Year

Old Testament  
	Pentecost and Baptism (4) 

Samuel (4) 
	Ascension Day Thursday 25th May 2028 



	June 

2 x fortnights 
	Old Testament 
	David (4) 
	Pentecost Sunday 4th June 2028 

Diocesan School’s Service  

	Prayers to be taught formally: 
· The Lord’s Prayer (In English and as Gaeilge)  
· The Grace 
· The Apostles’ Creed 
· School Prayer 
· Day by Day 

	Lessons not chosen yet to be carried over to next rotation

	
	



